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THE CIRCULAR 

Isan exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and 
it will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of 
the Worid, aud will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
ual point of view, and in their relations to the great Provi- 
dential novement of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
@ould return us a copy with his name and residence written 
*@pon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


PUBLICATIONS. 








THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those who seek the 
Faith of the Primitive Church; an octavo volume of 500 
pages. By J. H. Noyes. Price, $1.50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religivus topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birta, Toe Second Coming, Kesurrection, Urigin of Evil, Our 
Relatious tu the Heavenly Courch, Adulition of Death, Con- 
densativa of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, put developing many new and interesting 
conclusivus, ditfering widely frum tnose of the old Theology. 
All who wiso to understand BisLe CommMUNISM—its Constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—shnould acquaint 
themselves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the Annual Re- 
ports and other publications of the Oneida Community 
and its branches; presenting, in connection with their 
History, a summary view of their Religious and Social The- 
ories. 128 pages, octavo. Price, 50 cts, 

SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Norzs. Pamphlet, 10 cts. 

@@” Past Volumes of the Circwar can be furnished to 
order; and any of the above Publications may be sent by 
mail to all parts of the country. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY: 
Where and What it Is. 





The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and children, 
nearly in equal proportions. ‘I'they own 456 acres 
of land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, State 
of New York; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and pro- 
ductions, see a card in the next column. 

The Community has been established here 
about fifteen years, and is self-supporting. There 
is a branch community located at Wallingford, 
Conn., which is also self-supporting. 

The members of the Community hold among 
their distinguishing points of belief, that Jesus 
Christ is offered to mankind as a_ perfect Sa- 
vior from selfishness; that personal regeneration 
through him is the only true foundation for re- 
form; that his Second Coming, together with the 
establishment of the Kingdom ot Heaven and a 
perfect Social State in the heavenly world, took 
place at the close of the apostolic age; that all 

d and evil are the results of spiritual agency, 
and hence that faith is the best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 

e of miracles is not past, &c. For a more full 
statement of their religious views and the reasons 
thereof, see the Berean, a book published by the 
Community. 

The Social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that aught of the things that he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
common;” or like the condition expressed by 
Christ in his last prayer for his disciples, “all 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This Social 
order bases itself logically on our views of Christ- 
ianity, which as a perfect system requires an un- 
selfisn condition of society; and historically on 
the fact that a model of perfect Communism has 
been in successful operation in the interior world 
for eighteen hundred years, and is now gaining 
extension and recognition among men. An ex- 

sition of the Social Theory here indicated may 

found in Bible Communism, a pamphlet of the 
Community. 

For its government, the Community has no for- | 
mal Constitution, or code of Laws, but depends on 
the maintenance of a good spirit, securing a vital | 

anization throughout, like that which animates 
the human body, and on the exercise of Free 
Criticism on the part of all its members. The 
most spiritual and discerning among them secur- 
ing the most confidence, have naturally the most 
influence. Joun H. Noyes, as the man by whom 
the truths of Communism have been mainly 
brought forth in this age, is respected as a true 
leader. In business, those persons whose attrac- 
ions and capacities fit them for posts of responsi- 
tibility, are sought for and placed in charge of the 
different departments. 

Persons wishing for a more extended knowledge 
of the Community, may gain it by reading its pub- 


lications, or by correspondence with its secretary. | own minds, and learn to go forward in the hope, and talk about being “ parted forever. 


If a personal visit is desired, the convenience of 
the Community as to the time and circumstances 
of recciving it should first be consulted by letter. 


ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
the ability to do so, will deal generously with the 
Community in sharing its expense, and contribu- 
t'ng to its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as 


a gift. 

"Phe following may serve as a condensed formu- 

ao 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 

The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 
> the interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. 

». 70. 

Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, 

_and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

a every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 

voted to God. 


The Community, 


Oneida, N. Y., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Steel Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping, and warranted. 
Traveling-Bags, of various materials and the latest 
improved styles. 
Mop-Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 


Preserved Fruits, put up in glass quart jars, se- 
curely sealed and warranted. 








DEALERS IN 


SEWING-SILKS, 

A full assortment of which for the su 

Merchants and Manufacturers is gener- 
ally on hand. 


Orders for any of the the above articles, accom- 
panied by cash or satisfactory reference, will be 
carefully and promptly attended to. 

Address ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 





The Second Coming, 





The Bible argument, demonstrating that 
the Second Coming of Christ took place at 


the destruction of Jerusalem, has been pre- | 


sented in a great variety of ways in our pub- 
lications; and it may be said to have been 
exhausted. It is useless to repeat demon- 
strations in that line of discussion for those 
who are convinced; because the work for 
which such demonstrations are required, is 
done. And we think it is useless, too, for 
those who are not convinced—i. e., for the 
people in the various sects, who have other 
theories settled in their minds on this subject. 
Mere argument and demonstration effect but 
little in such cases. Experience shows that 
sound reason is very weak in its influence 
over minds that are possessed with the differ- 
ent spiritual delusions which prevail on this 
subject. We have no idea that persons 
would believe, though one should rise from the 


dead, if they are not convinced by a simple | 
| 


presentation of the plain and uniform testi- 
mony of the evangelists and apostles in re- 


|event which marked the time of the Second | time—the lifetime of some of them—the dead 
|Coming. Other facts better indicate the tre- would rise as Christ did; Christ would come 
mendous importance of that era. For one | again himself, and then this impenetrable vail 
thing, (and it is a very interesting fact), the | between the living and the dead, between the 
Bible was completed at that time. The book | visible and two invisible worlds, would be ta 
| of faith, that we call, in an important sense,| ken away. And it was done. There had 
je word of God, compiled through all ages, | been unions in that church as interesting as 
| was then finished. The last book was writ-| any we have had, which death had apparently 
‘ten near the time of the destruction of Jeru-| broken up; but they were taught the foolish, 
salem, by the apostle John. So we may | fanatical idea, if you please to call it so, that 
speak of the Second Coming of Christ as the | such separations were temporary, and that 
termination of the Bible. | friends thus separated would very shortly come 


| : 
Again, the Second Coming of Christ was together again. 


the termination of the Jewish dispensation, | In order to realize their state of expecta- 
which was symbolized in the temple, and | tion, and their conceptions of the event, we 
connected with the temple worship; an or- | must consider that they had, first, the fact of 
| ganization that God had been at work upon | Christ’s own reiippearance after death; and 
for thousands of years. The destruction of | secondly, the fact that “ after his resurrection 
Jerusalem and of the temple, was also the many of the saints which slept arose, came in 
destruction of the Jewish organization, civil | to the holy city, and appeared unto many ;¥ 
and religious, and the end of its authority in | indicating that at that early stage the vail was 
the world as God’s representative nation. | rent between the visible and invisible worlds, 
So we may properly conceive of the Second | and death was no longer an impenetrable 
Coming, as having taken place at the termi-| partition, On the basis of these facts, they 
nation of God’s authorized legal dispensation ; | veribly believed that at the end of the Jewish 
| and there has been but one. | dispensation which was then ripening to its 
Let us try to realize in some vivid way | dissolution, there would be a general reiinion 
what transpired at that time. It is certain | and gathering to Christ of believers, from 
that there was then a meeting of the three | mortality, and from Hades, and a resurrec- 
worlds. The world of angelic life, where | tion of them all into the angelic world. 
Christ was after his ascension, the living be-| In placing the first resurrection and actual 
lievers in this world, and Hades, met at that “ascension of human beings into the angelic 
time. There was a reunion of those who | world, at the period of the termination of the 





pply of| had been separated by death. We have at | Jewish dispensation, we appeal to Paul’s 


| this late day, a question among theologians, | statement of the order in the 15th chapter of 

whether acquaintances in this world will|1 Cor. He there says that there is to be a 
know one another in heaven, It seems to us | resurrection, but “ every man in his own or- 
|to be aboutas wise a problem as the old | der; Christ the first-fruits; afterward, they 
| school-men used to propose to themselves, | that are Christ’s at his coming. Then com- 
| when they inquired whether angels could | eth the end, when he shall have delivered up 
| pass from one point to another without going | the kingdom to God,” &c. If there is some 
| through the intermediate space! The mod- | difficulty in reconciling all the language of 
jerns laugh at such foolishness; but the dark|the New Testament with this theory, we 
}ages are not passed yet, if we are left to | must still believe that the resurrection in its 
question the recognition of friends in heaven. | full, final sense, did not take place in any in- 
Paul exhorted the Thessalonians not to “sor- | stance, until this final gathering about the pe 
row as those which have no hope. For if we | riod of the destruction of Jerusalem. But 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even | we do not find serious difficulty in reconciling 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God | the scripture on this point. 


He is talking of their im-| We will examine, for instance, the state 





bring with him.” 
mediate friends who had died. If the Thes- | ment that “ many ef the saints which slept 
salonians understood that their friends were | arose.” It is said, “they went into the holy 
gone to Hades or to heaven, to live there | city, and appeared unto many ;” and then we 
with strangers two or three thousand years | lose sight of them. But observe, in Paul's 
before the resurrection and judgment, there “account there is something more. “The 
might indeed be some question about their | dead in Christ shall rise first,’ and shall ap- 
finding them again; orif they did, whether | pear to the living, as Christ appeared to his 
they would know each other after such a | disciples after his resurrection; and then the 
But Paul had no such theory | living shall be changed ; and then, “ we which 
‘in his mind. He represented to the Thessa- | are alive and remain, shall be caught up toge- 
‘lonians that it was but a short time before a | ¢her with them, to meet the Lord in the air.” 
| meeting of the three worlds was to take | There we see a further stage of the matter— 
| place ; Christ coming from the angelic world, | the living are caught up with the dead. That 
‘the dead from Hades, and the living changed. | js the finishing stroke of the resurrection, as 
Christ first appeared 





lapse of time. 


‘It was all to come to pass within that gener- | jt was in Christ’s case. 
They had no reason to sorrow as} to his disciples: which was as far as the “ ma- 


Their friends | ny saints” resurrection was carried. But 


ation. 


| those which have no hope. 


| . . . | . . . +4 ¢ 
our better way 1s to labor from time to time | mental faith in a future existence and possi- 





Tus CrrcuLar is our weekly organ, and is 
offered on such terms as make it accessible to ey- 


gard to the time of the Second Coming, such | were coming to rejoin them before they them-! Christ went further. He said to his disciples 
as we have given again and again in our pub-| selves died ; Christ was to appear, and they i“Thave not yet ascended to my Father.” 
lications, and as may be seen on the whole| were to be caught up together to meet the | And a similar second stage of the resurrec- 
Their difficulty | Lord in the air; they were all to be changed | tion was promised to the disciples at the See- 
ond Coming. Weare not to assume, then, 
| that those who arose and appeared unto many, 


face of the New Testament. 
is not want of logic and demonstration, but | into Christ’s image, organized into a family, 
a spiritual obscuration, a possession of the and ever be with the Lord. 

power of darkness. We think, then, instead | Death seems to be a total separation of | attained the resurrection of the dead, in the 


of repeating the argument on this subject, friends; and even those who have a senti- | sense that Christ did when he ascended on 

ihigh. They did not attain the resurrection 
| defined in these words: “They that shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry 
nor are given in marriage; neither can they 
die any more; for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection.” There is 





to realize the legitimate resu/ts of that argu- | ble reiinion, when they give vent to their 
ment—heave off the Joads of tradition and) natural feelings that are below their faith, 
obscurantism that have accumulated on our | fall inte the language of those that have no 





simplicity of faith to all true deductions. But the Primitive Church were instructed, on 
good grounds, supported by Christ’s own re- 


It is a narrow-minded view to conceive of 
appearance after death, that within a short 


the destruction of Jerusalem as the principal 
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no evidence that they took their place in the 
angelic heaven at that time. Moses and Eli- 
jah appeared to Christ on the mount. Samu- 
el came up and appeared to Saul; but it does 
not appear at all, that they took their places 
in the angelic heaven. And we are not bound 
to follow them, and tell what became of them. 
God knows. All we have to say about it, is, 
to appeal firmly to the testimony, “every man 
in his own order”—and no exceptions. 

Take another example of Paul’s language 
that may be*thought irreconcilable with our 
view. Paul says, “for me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain; yet what I shall choose I 
wot not,” &c. ; “ to depart and be with Christ 
is far better.” We have no right to assume 
that Paul meant by this expression that he 
would go right into the final resurrection 
state. Let us bear in mind, in trying to un- 
derstand such a passage, that Christ’s Spirit is 
projected from the throne on high in the an- 
gelic world, down through all the depths of 
mankind—this world and Hades. And a be- 
liever at that time, was said tobe in Christ 
in this world. Ifhe died in Christ, by part- 
ing with his visible nature, he was undoubt- 
edly more fully in the presence of Christ in 
Hades, than in this world. Dividing the uni- 
verse into three worlds, one visible and two 
invisible ; the fact that Hades is an invisible 
world, places it in close affinity in some re- 
spects with the resurrection world. And 
that is all that Paul could mean, when he 
spoke of dying and being with Christ. He 
did not mean that he should anticipate the 
order that was appointed for the resurree- 
tion. These two cases are the most difficult 
ones to reconcile with the general theory we 
have presented; but we see no difficulty in 
them. It seems plain to us that Christ was 
the first who rose from the dead, and the only 
one that rose from the dead to the angelic 
world, previous to the great meeting of the 
three worlds at the termination of the Jew- 
ish dispensation. 

We should say, that God had been in all 
previous ages accumulating material; but 
the final organization of the church did not 
take place till that time. All the saints that 
had passed into Hades, or gone by transla- 
tion into the invisible world, and all in this 
world, were in a state of preparation, not or- 
ganized; and all of them still under one 
great general eanopy of death and separation. 
That is the essence of death—separation from 
each other, from God and Christ. The can- 
opy of death covered the whole, up to that 
time. 

We may illustrate Christ’s operation as 
two-fold, in this way. Here is a colony of 
miners, who live as they do in England, all 
their days under ground. It would be one 
thing for their benefactor to go down into 
the mines to improve them and do them 
good, setting up schools and churches; and 
quite another thing to bring them out ef the 
mines and establish them as civilized people 
in the light of day. Well, we understand 
that all the processes of grace that were car- 
ried on in the Jewish dispensation, in this 
world and in Hades, up to the time of the 
Second Coming of Christ, were like going 
down into the mines and improving the con- 
dition of the miners where they are. At 
the Second Coming, a colony was taken out 
of the mines. Christ worked upon the 
world a long time in the primary way sup- 
posed in the illustration, by the projection of 
his Spirit into the mines, instructing and re- 
claiming people, and finally by coming him- 
self down into this dark abode, descending 
even to the lowest depth of Hades. From 
thence he reiippeared to those he had left in 
this world, and finally after forty days as- 
cended up into open daylight. There he 


prepared a place for his disciples, and came 
again and received them unto himself. But 
wedo not believe that any human being 
ever ascended into the bosom of the Father, 
to the real daylight of the universe, till Christ 
did. And we do not believe that any one 


Father, or rose into the glory of the angelic 
heaven, until the Second Coming. 

With this conception of things, we see 
what an important change took place at that 
time—what an interesting era it was in the 
|history of mankind! Besides the interesting 
fact of the meeting of the three worlds, it 
was the time of organization into one church, 
of all the scattered material that had been 
accumulating from the beginning of the 
world. Christ said to his disciples, “ I have 
sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed 
‘no labor: other men labored, and ye have 
jentered into their labors.” All that had 
| been done previous to that time was but a 
preparation for the harvest. In the gather- 
ing of the harvest, those who had sown and 
those who reaped rejoiced together—and we 
are not to assume at all that the little organ- 
ization visible on the surface here, represent- 
ed the whole Primitive Chureh, or was alone 
interested in the transactions of that period. 
On the mount of transfiguration, Christ had 
a consultation with Moses and Elijah; and 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, were just as much 
interested in what was taking place as Peter 
and Paul and John. The organization then 
formed was composed from the three worlds, 
and includes the prophets as well as apostles. 
They came from the east and the west at that 
time: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
saints of all ages, were gathered into Christ. 
This world, indeed, had but comparatively 
few delegates to the convention. Christ said, 
“ When the Son of Man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth ?” 

Here was the first organization of the 
church. It was built upon the apostles and 
prophets—Jesus Christ being the chief corner 
stone; and the building was not put up till 
the corner stone was laid. 





Now see of what practical importance to 
the world this fact is. Some 80 years ago 
the United States declared their independence, 
and fought it out with Great Britain—won 
their independence and established Republi- 
canism. They were prepared for it, and God 
gaveittothem. Did not that affect the whole 
world? No other nation has yet gained Re- 
publicanism in any valuable sense, but we 
can see that the fact that this nation has 
gained it, is having a tremendous spiritual in- 
fluence upon the whole world, creating a uni- 
versal desire for liberty. The nations are 
groaning for emancipation, and they can look 
towards this country, and comfort themselves 
with the thought that the forward end of the 
world has got into liberty. We may com- 
pare it to heating a rod of iron. The end 
that enters first into the fire, becomes red-hot 
first; but the whole rod in the meantime 
grows warm. So the forward end of the 
world entered into the spirit of Republican- 
ism 8@ years ago, and the solidarity of the 
human raee makes it certain that the process 
will go on, until the whole rod is heated 
alike, unless the contrary influence prevails, 
and cools the whole rod, and Republicanism 
is extinguished. With this illustration for 
our principle, let us go back to the Second 
Coming, and see where we are. We say 
that the forward end of the world, entered 
into the bosom of the Father—into the an- 
gelic world and final resurrection, at that 
time. And that Christ has not only gone 
forward as the forerunner, entering through 
the vail, but that a vast body of the human 
race has gone before us. A great nation, 
and that nation the representative nation of 
the world, the pioneer nation, entered into 
the resurrection with full victory over death, 
into communion with angels and God the Fa- 
ther of all, at that time. A process took 
place then that is now repeating itself through 
the world. It was in one sense the attain- 
ment of communism. Communism was the 
essence of that organization—comamunism 
with God and the angels and with each oth- 
er. To aspiritual eye a process has been 
going on from that time, which has been heat- 
ing the world for a universal introduction 
into the same state. 


Though no other nation may be prepared 
yet for the degree of liberty which we enjoy, 
it is very certain that this nation is continu- 
ally exerting an influence on other nations 
and preparing them for emancipation. We 
may say that this country attained its liberty 
at such a date, and that then a progressive, 
reflex operation on Europe commenced, which 
has been going on since. The processes pre- 
paratory to the attainment of Republicanism, 
are going on underneath the surface of re- 
maining Despotism. In the same way, the 
pioneer nation which entered the heavens 
1800 years ago, has been distributing its in- 
fluence through all worlds, and preparing them 
for an approaching resurrection. 

The true idea of the Second Coming is 
very important as drawing the separating line 
between the true and false church in this 
world. Christ, the apostles, and Primitive 
Church, were manifestly inspired, and sur- 
rounded with miracles. The church that 
came after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
without miracles, is cut off from its connec- 
tion with the church that goes before, by 
losing sight of this great fact about the Sec- 
ond Coming, just as the Jews have been by 
failing to see the manifestation of the Son of 
God. Christ came in the Jewish nation, and 
they did not believe in him, but lost sight of 
the great interior facts that were going on in 
connection with him; and so their vital con- 
nection with the previous Jewish church was 
broken, and they have lost their power and 
authority ; and the whole of what is called 
the Christian church stands in the same cate- 
gory. 

Now observe that this view of the matter 
which cuts off all that has been called the 
church since the destruction of Jerusalem, 
does not at all interfere with the great gen- 
eral action of Christ on the world, as we 
have represented it. The forward end of the 
world has entered the angelic heaven, and 
the world is a unit; which accounts for all 
that has been called spiritual in the Gentile 
church—in the Reformation, the Puritans, 
the revivals, &c. It has proceeded from 
spiritual infusion. A man of course has a 
commission to do what he finds in his heart to 
do, if his heart is a good one. That kind of 
commission has been valid in all ages of the 
world. But as to giving special commissions 
as he did to the Prophets, or even the Le- 
vites, God has not done that, since the Second 
Coming. Every one sees that there is a vast 
apostasy here somewhere. Protestants are 
sure that Catholicism is a great apostasy, and 
others are just as sure that what is called 
Protestantism is a great error. And where 
are you going to draw your line between 
what is genuine, and has the actual sanction 
of God, and what is false. We draw the line 
at the point where Christ’s personal influence 
ended—where the commissions which he gave 
in person expired. 

Another great benefit we derive from this 
doctrine, is, that it draws a clear, distinct line 
of demarkation between the two invisible 
worlds—the resurrection world, and Hades. 
We cannot get any clear idea of the invisible 
world, without it. People are in a perfect 
maze and bewilderment about that world. 
They talk about persons being asleep—gone 
to heaven—bowing before the throne of God, 
and then by and by all are going back to pass 
the judgment. There is no end to the confu- 
sion in the very best minds about that world. 
This doctrine puts us on the track of clear 
conceptions of it. We find that there is a 
heaven; and that a great nation has gone in- 
to it. That there is an organization within 
its bounds, that has really risen from the dead 
and passed the judgment, and forever taken 
its place as the pioneer nation of the world. 
The rest of the dead have gone on under the 
laws that governed the universe previously, 
They are in the mines, as we are ; under one 
great canopy of sin and death—whether visi- 
ble or invisible it makes no difference, they 
are all under the same general power; and 


down in these mines, as they were before. 
There are all approximations to a resurrec- 
tion state, but none have found entrance to 
the bosom of the Father—the daylight of 
heaven, And we are now approaching ano- 
ther meeting of the three worlds, and another 
rending of this apparently impenetrable par- 
tition, and another organization of all nations. 


— Reprint. 
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Amid all the trouble and commotion of a war- 
ring world, it is good to realize the fact that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is a kingdom of peace and 
righteousness. Christ is king of the world now, 
and rules the nations, whether they acknowledge 
him or not. But he rules them with a rod of iron, 
and dashes them in pieces as a potter's vessel. 
He rules them by war, by trouble, by disease and 
death. All power is given him in heaven and on 
earth, and he will put down all rule and all au- 
thority that is opposed to his reign and the com- 
ing of his kingdom into the world, with a high 
hand and an outstretched arm. Nation will be 
dashed against nation, and kingdom against king- 
dom, and ground into powder, until he is recog- 
nized and welcomed as ruler and king of all. 
But in his kingdom which cometh down out of 
heaven into this world, he reigns by the TrouTH» 
and not by war. Peace and righteousness are 
the conditions of life in that kingdom, and not 
trouble and commotion. ,“ Ye shall know tbe 
Truth, and the Truth shall make you free,” is the 
law by which all who enter that kingdom are 
governed, 

Men look for the establishment of freedom and 
righteousness in the world by force of arms— 
by war and cannon balls. But, at the most, all that 
can be looked for by this process is the breaking 
in pieces of the kingdoms of this world—their dis 
integration and removal out of the way of some- 
thing better. There is no evidence in the past, 
nor prospect in the future, that outward force or 
fighting will ever establish a right human order, 
or bring in an era of peace and righteousness.— 
For this a constructive power is necessary. And 
what constructive power is there in the universe, 
but the Truth ? Only so faras the Truth enters in- 
to human affairs and life, is there peace and right- 
eousness, harmony, progress and civilization in 
the world. Only as men submit themselves to 
the Truth do they become rational, and capable of 
true social and governmental organization and 
freedom. 

Hence, we must look, not to war or outward 
force, for the establishment of the final govern- 
ment—the Kingdom of Heaven—but to the pres 
ence and power of the Spirit of Truth in human 
affairs and relations. ‘“ When the Spirit of Truth 
is come,” said Christ to his disciples, “ he will re- 
prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment: of sin because they believe not on 
me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more ; of judgment because the 
prince of this world is judged. + + ee 
will guide you into all Truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak ; and he will show you things 
tocome. He shall glorify me: for he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall show it unto you.” This 
is the power that must come in to guide the 
world into that Kingdom of Truth which is to 
stand forever. Men are drugged to-day with the 
preaching of Democracy—the exaltation of Re- 
publican government, the rights of man, etc.— 
A thousand orators tell the people of this coun- 
try that they are fighting for the best government 
upon which the sun ever shone, and whose de- 
struction would cloud with darkness and dispair 
the hopes of mankind. But this is the merest fig- 
ment of human wisdom. We respect and wel- 
come the advent and progress of Democracy in 
the world—the growth of individual liberty. But 
what after allis Democracy? Itis only a tran- 
sitionary state—a midway and preparatory stage 
of human society and government in the progrese 
from barbarism and despotism to the Kingdom of 
God. To establish that kingdom in this. world 
involves not only the overthrow of existing pow- 
ers and principalities, but the redrganization of 
society under heavenly government. This is a 
vast revolution, and the stage of that revolution 
where human government is weakest, and before 
the ascent into the Kingdom of Heaven has begun, 
is the stage of Democracy er Republicanism.— 
To desire therefore the permanent establishment 
of Republican institutions or the reign of Democ- 
racy is to misestimate their uses and place in hu- 
man progress, and elevate that which is transitory 
into an enduring order. While, on the one hand, 
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we should desire the overthrow of Despotism, and 
the advance of Democracy, or the uprising of the 
people, throughout the world, on the other hand, 
we should vastly more desire the ascent of man- 
kind from Democracy into Theocracy and organ- 
ization into the Kingdom of Heaven. The begin- 
ning of this process may be seen in this country 
to-day. The Republican organization of this na- 
tion is not being saved by war, but is rather being 
destroyed by it; not however in the interest of 
returning Despotism, but preparatory to the in- 
coming of the Kingdom of God. 

We repeat: Christ governs in his Kingdom by 
the Truth. And the constructive agency by 
which that Kingdom is to be established in this 
world, and supersede all other governments and 
institutions, is the Truth. The Spirit of Truth 
must come in as the regulator and organizer of 
men. For to be vitally and harmoniously organ- 
ized men must submit to the judgment. And 
what agency of judgment can there be but the 
Spirit of Truth? Therefore, if we desire the es- 
tablishment of the Kingdom of Heaven in this 
world, we should pray for the outpouring of the 
Spirit of Truth upon mankind; and if we pray 
for this, we should labor for it by opening our 
hearts to the Spirit of Truth, and submiting to its 
judgment. In this way a school of Truth will be 
formed which will guide, instruct, and judge the 
world. ¢ 

<3  e 
The Polish Insurrection. 

News from Poland continues favorable to the 
Insurgents. Several engagements are reported in 
which the Insurgents were successful; but noth- 
ing very definite and positive is known here 
about them. Langiewiez had been proclaimed 
Dictator of Poland, and had issued a stirring ad- 
dress to his countrymen, which is represented as 
having a great effect upon them. Menotti Gari- 
baldi, son of Gen. ‘Garibaldi, and several Swiss 
officers had set out for Poland. The Russian 
Government had replied to the request of the 
French Government for concessions and liberali- 
ty to the Poles, that it could make no concessions 
to them while they were in arms. Much sympa- 
thy with the Poles exists in England and France, 
and among the people generally in Europe. A 
deputation of Englishmen had waited on Lord 
Palmerston, to urge the Government to take part 
with the Poles for their liberation; but he was 
non-committal in his reply. Great interest is felt 
to know what attitude the Governments of Eng- 
land and France will take hereafter towards the 
Poles, as the ultimate success of the Insurrection, 
is thought to depend upon their securing foreign 
aid. 

The success which has attended the Insurrec- 
tion thus far, is entirely unexpected, and elevates 
it to the dignity ofa world-movement, whether 
the Poles shallin the end gain their liberty or 
not. It is perhaps idle, at this early day, to in- 
dulge in speculations as to the consequences of 
this movement ; but there are some things which 
make it look like the precursor of a grand uprising 
of the people of Europe against the old stereo- 
typed order of things in the social and political 
apheres—a premonitory symptom of the great 
work of disintegration in the body politic, which 
must take place before the Kingdom of Heaven 
can obtain a visible foothold there. Whether such 
may be the character of this movement, or not, 
we shall watch the progress of events in that 
quarter with much interest, knowing that the in- 
visible forces are at work undermining the insti- 
tutions of this world, preparatory to the introduc- 
tion of the reign of Christ, and that the rotten 
monarchies of the Old World must go down, with 
other institutions, in e° vortex of destruction. 

A. W. C. 
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Tue ATLANTIC MONTHLY FOR APRIL has sev- 
eral articles of more than usua! interest. “A 
Spasm in Sense” by Gail Hamilton, and “ The Si- 
lurian Beach” by Prof. Agassiz, well repay read- 
ing. Mrs. Stowe gives an account of Sojourner 
Truth, a well known and somewhat excentric 
colored woman. Among the other articles are— 
“On the Vicissitudes of Keat’s Fame ;” ‘“ Betroth- 
al by Proxy ;” “ Wet-Weather Work,” by D. G. 
Mitchell; “The Golden Wedding,” a sketch of 
the late Nicholas Longworth, of Cincinnati, by 
M. D. Conway ;” “ American Horticulture,” by J. 
P. Quincy ; and “ Resignation,” by the Country 
Parson; and several interesting reviews of new 
books. 

CONTINENTAL MONTHLY FOR APpRIL.—Con- 
tents. The Wonders of Words. The Chech, 
Pictures from the North. The New Rasselas. 
The Chained River ; By Charles Godfrey Leland. 
How the War affects Americans; By Hon. F. P, 
Stanton. Promoted. Henrietta and Vulcan; by 
Delia M. Colton. Ethel; by Martha Walker 
Cook. The Skeptics of the Waverley Novels. 


by Edmund Kirke. A Chapter on Wonders; by 
Perth Granton. The Return; by Edward Sprague 
Rand, jr. The Union; by Hon. R.J. Walker- 
Down in Tennessee. Poetry and Poetical Selec- 
tions. Flag of our Sires; by Hon. R. J. Walker. 
A Fancy Sketch. Our Present Position ; its Dan- 
gers and its Duties. The Complaining Bore. 
Literary Notices. Editors’ Table. 
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Late News. 
Progress of the War. 

No battles of much consequence have taken 
place within the last few weeks; but great prepa- 
rations are apparently making .at several points 
for advance movements involving, probably, tre- 
mendous collisions between the hostile forces. At 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson on the Mississippi, 
extensive operations of various kinds have been 
in progress for sometime, with a view to the re- 
duction of those places; but as yet the success at- 
tending these operations is by no means flattering 
to the Northern arms. In Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky several minor engagements have taken place, 
generally resulting, if we may believe reports, in 
the success of the Union forces. But, on the other | 
hand, the Rebels have invaded Kentucky in the 
region of Danville with a large force; and it is 
thought a collision there may be looked for soon, 
as well as another collision between Rosecrans and 
the Rebels in Tennessee. Movements are on foot 
both in the Rebel and Union camps on the Poto- 
mac, which indicate a battle there beforelong. At 
Port Royal, on the coast of South Carolina, an im- 
mense fleet, said to number 150 vessels, including 
transports, has been collecting for a long time, 
and it is but reasonable to suppose that something 
will be done with it before long, as it has among 
other war-vessels, six or eight Monitors, or iron- 
clads. 

The Negro Expedition. 

An official report from Gen. Saxton has been 
received, stating that the expedition of the two 
Negro regiments under Colonels Higginson and 
Montgomery which left Hilton Head lately for 
northern Florida, with arms for the negroes, and 
with the view to secure possession of that State, 
had proved a success thus far. They had taken 
the important town of Jacksonville on the St. 
John’s River, and had had several engagements 
with the Rebels in which they displayed great 
courage, and were successful. Jacksonville, it is 
understood, will be made their base of operations 
among the negroes, who are said to be coming in 
rapidly to join their brethren in arms. 
Emancipation among the Indians. 

The Cherokee Indian Legislature, having lost 
its confidence in the success of the Southern Con- 
federacy, has repealed its ordinance of secession 
from the Union, and abolished Slavery uncondi- 
tionally, trusting in the generosity of the nation 
for compensation. This is stated positively to be 
the case, and if it be true, asis probable, it is a 
significant indication that Secession in that quar- 
ter is on the wane. 

Passage of Farragut’s Fleet. 

By a late arrival from New Orleans, it seems at 

last to be ascertained that only two vessels, the 
Hartford (flag ship), and the Albatross, succeed- 
ed in the late attempt of Admiral Farragut’s 
fleet to pass the fortifications at Port Hudson.— 
These two vessels are now between Vicksburg 
and Port Hudson. The Admiral reports having 
passed the wreck of the iron-clad Indianola, late- 
ly blown up by the Rebels to prevent its being 
retaken by the Unionists. 
P. S—Later intelligence states that a part of 
the fleet, including four Monitors, had left Port 
Royal for Charleston, and that a fight was going 
on in or near Stone Inlet, with what result was 
not known. 

The Negro expedition at Jacksonville, Florida, 
had been reinforced by two regiments of Whites. 
Frequent skirmishing was going on between the 
rebels and the negroes. 

Two more of Admiral Porter's Rams had tried 
to run by the rebel batteries at Vicksburgh, but in 
the attempt one of them was sunk and the other 
disabled, though after floating down the river 
some ways, she was rescued by the gun-boat Al- 
batross. 

The Atlantic Telegraph. 

Mr. Cyrus W. Field addressed a meeting of the 
New-York Stock Exchange recently, showing the 
advantages and practicability of the Atlantic Tel- 
egraph. He stated that there were already over 
one million two hundred thousand dollars sub- 
scribed. 

Wedding of the Prince of Wales. 

The long talked of Wedding of the Prince of 
Wales with the Princess Alexandra of Denmark, 
took place at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle 
on the 10th of March. It was a grand pageant. In- 
deed, the whole affair of her reception upon land- 
ing in England and the marriage ceremony and 





persons were killed by the press of the crowd du- | 
ring the procession, and great numbers injured | 
m ore or less seriously. The Queen has ordered | 
an investigation of the matter, with the view to 
the relief of the sufferers. 

West Virginia. 

The vote on the New State Constitution of West 
Virginia was taken last week and resulted in the 
adoption thereof. In Wheeling there were 1,375 
votes for ratification, and only 8 opposed. The 
Willey Amendment, as it is called, which is by 
this vote ratified and made a part of the Constitu- 
tion, declares that “the children of slaves born 
within the limits of this State after the 4th day of 
July, 1863. shall be free ; and all slaves within the | 
said State who shall at the time aforesaid be un-| 
der the age of ten years, shall be free when they 
arrive at the age of twenty-one years; and all 
slaves over ten and under the age of twenty-one 
years shall be free when they arrive at the age of | 
twenty-five years, and no slave shall be permitted 
to come into the State for permanent residence | 
therein.” 

An Emancipation Commission. 

We learn from the Springfield Republican that 
Robert Dale Owen, of Indiana, Col. J. McKaye, 
of New-York, and Dr. 8. G. Howe of Boston, 
have been commissioned by the United States | 
War Department to look into the whole subject of | 
practical emancipation, as growing out of the! 
war, and make report. They are to visit the re- 
gions of the South occupied by the Federal ar- 
mies, and examine into the condition of the freed- 
men, and the various plans for working them 
adopted by the army commanders. They will 
also, probably, visit the West Indies where eman- | 
cipation has been accomplished. They are to 
observe, and compare facts, and devise plans in 
regard to the problem of changing the negroes to | 
freemen, with the best results to them and to the 
nation. 

From Mexico. 

Dates from Mexico are to the 10th of March.— 
The French had not taken the city of Mexico, as 
heretofore reported ; but they were within eight 
miles of Puebla. Some skirmishing had already 
taken place between the opposing forces. The 
Mexicans were expecting an attack upon that city 
in a few days, and were making preparations for 
a desperate defense. Desertions were frequent 
from the French army, and the Mexicans were 
confident of success in repelling the invaders.— 
The Mexican army at the city of Mexico was be- 
ing strongly reinforced. 

———_—6 oe 
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Musical.—The interest in congregational sing- 
ing and the study of music among us, continues 
unabated. A school of instruction has been 
commenced for beginners and non-proficients: 
This will meet weekly. A general gathering 
every Sunday evening in the Hall, for practice, is 
also started. Our evening meetings are now 
opened with singing. Fifty copies of the “ Ply- 
mouth Collection” of hymns and tunes, have 
been purchased. This is the collection used by 
Henry Ward Beecher’s and some other Congrega- 
tional churches, and was compiled, we believe, by 
Mr. Beecher, the music being arranged by Rev. 
Charles Beecher and Mr. John Zundel. It is pro- 
nounced, by those who have examined it, a very 
superior collection. 

Architectural—_Two German artists have been 
engaged during the past two weeks in graining a 
portion of the wood-work of our new house.— 
Arrangements go on for the erection of the new 
building to be occupied by the Washing and Laun- 
dry department, the Bag Shop, and perhaps the 
Printing Office. A new barn is also in contem- 
plation either this season or next. 

Persona Testimony.—The working of a good 
spirit is apparent among our young people this 
winter, drawing them nearer to Christ ; and com- 
munications of testimony are made by some of 
them from time to time of an edifying character. 
The following from a young man was read recent- 
ly: 

ve I have a new appreciation of the truth that 
‘the head of every man is Christ.’ The desire of 
my heart is, that I may fully and heartily accept of 
that principle—give up my own mind and will, 
and seek to know and do the will of Christ in ev- 
ery thought and action. Young men naturally 
feel a good deal of confidence in their own pow- 
er of will and mind; think that they are suffi- 
cient for themselves, and need that no man 
help them. I have had a good deal of this feeling 
myself—confidence in my own power, and not 
enough in that of Christ and the Community spir- 
it. What was said recently in my criticism in re- 
gard to my religion being more of the will and 








by Charles Godfrey Leland. A Merchant's Story ; 





procession, is pronounced by the English papers as 





intellect than of my heart, was true; more so than 


the greatest and most enthusiastic uprising of the | 1 had any realization of before. I want to give 
people that has occurred within the lifetime of any | up all of this self-confidence and religion of the 
now living. Owing, however, to the imperfect ar- | will, and take Christ in its place—accept him as 
rangement of the municipality of London, several | my teacher and guide, and seek to obtain his love 


and confidence before that of any other being.” 

A Work of Art—Concerning works of Art, 2 
friend recently remarked somewhat as follows : 

A thing that is perfected at once, or by chance 
and without effort, does not fairly come under the 
definition of a work of art. The true idea of a 
work of art is that of a high conception first 
formed in the mind, and then carried into execu- 
tion through a long period of patient endeavor 
and approach. 

The framing of the worlds comes within this 
definition of art. The Creator originafed a sub- 
lime conception of the order and beauty of Na- 
ture as we see it, and with the materials in his 
hand, gradually advanced his work through suc 
cessive cycles of time, from its first condition to 
the perfected result. Some of the intermediate 
changes through which it passed, as Geologist« 
show us, were crude and impericct enough. 

The Greek Slave, which we admire as a statue, 


| existed at first but as a conception in the mind of 


the artist. It was then wrought out to sight by 
innumerable blows and patient chipping of the 
formless marble. The same requirement of time 
and labor to embody beautiful imagined forms, 
attends every enduring attainment in the line of 
art. 

The formation of character proceeds by a simi- 
lar process. Criticism takes the rough marble of 
life and makes a statue. We have to learn by ex- 
periment—to struggle on through many a blun- 
der and mistake. What then? Ifthe conception 
be a good one towards which we tend, these blun- 
ders and mistakes are only so many steps ad- 
vancing us towards the perfect end. 

The Community, in the sense pointed out, is a 
work of art. It originated in a true conception 
of social possibilities, and the originating idea has 
been pursued through whatever obstacles, morti- 
fications and blunders that have been in the way. 
It may Yet be fur from the polished image formed 
in our minds ; but if a good idea, combined witb 


' perseverance in working, can make a harmonious 


world or a beautiful statue, the same law of art 
will make a good and true society. And our 
work should have the treatment accorded to other 
works of art, and not be judged too harshly for 
defects in its unfinished state. 

Spring.—April comes in with wintry skies, and 
wind and snow ; but beneath the gloom and chill 
of storm we realize the approach of Spring. The 
sunny days are longer and brighter. Storms 
come less often. The snow grows thin. The 
brooks swell, and murmur more loudly. Robins 
and blue-birds begin to flit about the apple trees. 
Beautiful is the coming of Spring, and we look 
forward to the days of swelling buds, green 
leaves and flowers, with more than ordinary in- 
terest. The winter has been pleasant, and full of 
profitable experience, and through its lessons, and 
the ministrations our hearts have received, we 
feel as though we should appreciate and enjoy 
the glory of the woods, the splendor of sunshine 
on field and hillside, the odorous fullness of June, 
the songs of birds, and all that makes earth de- 
lightful, and Eden-like, better than ever before. 

“ Now by the rose’s crimson heart, 
And the robin’s brooding wing, 

There never dawned on the waiting earth 
So full and fair a Sring ! 

For the splendor of uncounted Mays, 
Through many 2 century fled. 

Beams in the eyes of the latest born 
Heir of the lovely dead. 

“Oh, the odor of the opening leaves 
Comes like a breath divine, 

And the mountain air is a richer draught 
Than Hebe’s rosiest wine ! 

The dells are blue with violets ; 
And, over the garden wall, 

At the lightest waft of the south wind, 
The apple-blossoms fall.” 

Departure.—One of our members, Mr. Gibson 
Mallory, died on the 21st of last mouth, aged 41, 
of consumption. 

epee 
Hardness of Heart. 





There is nothing that so effectually shuts vs 
away from God and heavenly influences, as hard- 
ness of heart. It is the very opposite of that spirit 
of docility and receptivity to Christ and the truth, 
upon which all spiritual improvement is based. 
Yet persons thus affected are often entirely un- 
conscious where their difficulties lie; and it not 
unfrequently requires a long course of discipline— 
great sincerity, and thorough heart searching, to 
break through this crust of egotism and unbelief 
so that the heart can flow out and become sofi’ 
and impressible to good spirits. 

A determination to carry our point—obduracy 
of will—is often the cause of hardness; but if we 
are to be saved, we must sooner or later find 
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way to enter into sympathy with Christ’s Spirit, 
and say heartily, “ not my will, but thine be done.” 
{am more and more convinced that there is no 
true rest or comfort, except in a humble broken 
state. The secret of all happiness lies in Christ’s 
words, Matt. 11: 28,29: ‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me: for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls.” Precious words! 
the full import of which is understood and re- 
alized by comparatively few. I can truly say 
that my happiest moments have been when my 
heart seemed melted, and poured itself out like 
water—when personal feelings were lost, or swal- 
lowed up in the public good. It is a true saying, 
that we can extricate ourselves from any trouble, 
if we stoop low enough. “God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble.” E. y. J. 
ee 
Principalities and Powers. 


The division of mankind into different nations 
affords an interesting field for observation and re- 
flection. We conceive of the whole human race, 
not only as they exist in this world, but as they 
exist in the world of the dead, as dwelling in this 
atate of separate national existence. 

It is manifest in support of this view, 1st., that 
the great mass of mankind are in the spirit world, 
and that there is nothing in the process of trans- 
fer which we call death, that would necessarily 
denationalize those who are the subjects of this 
transfer. We see no reason why the Englishman 
who dies and enters another sphere of existence, 
is not in every essential national characteristic 
an Englishman still; and if this is true of the in- 
dividual it must also be true of the great mass. 
If their characters were such as to require a rep- 
resentative government, and what is called Brit- 
ish institutions. in this world, why should they 
not require the same inthe other? It is the mind 
and interior character of a people that is the soul 
and center which gives form and shape to its insti- 
tutions; and that mind and character being the | 
same in different places, will produce essentially 
the same form of government and institutions. 
Hence we may reasonably conclude that different 
nations, constantly growing by means of the im- 
mense tide of accession from this world, have re- 
tained their separate national characteristics. 


There are certain phenomena which character- 
ize the nations of this world, which tend to con- 
firm this proposition. How can we account for 
the unconquerable tenacity with which the na- 
tions of Europe cling to national habits and eus- 
toms, and insist upon maintaining a separate exis- 
tence, except by the theory that some spiritual 
power within the vail maintains its grasp upon 
their hearts and affections. Take Poland for an 
illustration. For years her national existence has 
been denied and blotted out, so far as any exter- 
nal effort or influence could be brought to bear, 
to produce such a result. Her territory has been 
cut up and parceled among her neighbors, and 
almost every word, breath, and motion, of her 
people have been watched and guarded by an 
armed police; but it has all been in vain. Po- 
land is as much a nation as ever; and she has ris- 
en in her might, and is demonstrating to her op- 
pressors and to the world, the supernatural pow- 
er of the national spirii. Even that selfish and 
materialistic, cold and calculating class the Euro- 
pean diplomatists, are obliged to concede to this 
power of nationality, and take for an axiom the 
proposition that no distinct national power can 
be extinguished or fused into another. 


Furthermore, we have much Scripture testimony 
on this point. When Daniel on one occasion had 
spent three weeks in mourning and fasting, an an- 
gel touched him and said unto him, “ Fear not, 
for from the first day that thou didst set thine | 
heart to understand and to chasten thyself before | 
thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come | 
for thy words. But the Prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but lo 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to hel p 
me.” Dan. 10: 12,18. Again, he says, “ And now 
will I return to fight with the Prince of Persia.” 
And further on he says, “ there is none that hold- 
eth with me in these things, but Michael your 
Prince.” Again in the first verse of the last chap- 
ter of Daniel we meet with this expression. “And 

,t that time shall Michael stand up, the great 

prince which standeth for thy people.” Here are 
angels and princes most pointedly referred to as 
being at the head of nations in the spirit world. 

If this view of the national character and posi- 
tion of mankind in the spirit world is the correct 
one, it will help us in the first place to form more 
truthful and definite ideas of many expressions in 
the New Testament, and in the next place to en- 
large our conception of the great work which 

- Christ is accomplishing in weaning his own peo- 
ple from the various nationalities in which they 
were born, and constituting them a new and ever- 
fasting kingdom. It will also help us to see the 





importance of separating ourselves entirely from 


all those national principalities which are destined 
to be destroyed. 

1. In reference to making clearer some pas- 
sages in the New Testament, we will suppose that 
the Spirit which inspired its writers, looked upon 
mankind as a whole, existing in the spirit world 
as well as in this, and saw them divided into 
principalities and powers, each having a head 
possessed of power and dominion which had ac- 
cumulated through the crowding generations of 
the past. How expressive then, comes in such a 
passage as this, which we extract from the epis- 
tle to the Ephesians: “That ye may know what 
is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to 
us ward who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him 
at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far 


above all principality and power, and might, and | 


dominion, and every name that is named, not only tn 
this world, but in that which is to come.” 

2d. With this view of principalities and pow- 
ers, how expressive is that beautiful passage 
Romans 8: 38. “ For] am persuaded that nei- 
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor hight, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Bear- 
ing in mind that angels are represented as at the 
head of nations, and that principalities and 
powers (in the national sense), will ultimately be 
regarded as rivals and obstructions in the way of 
the kingdom of God, and are therefore destined 
to be destroyed ; and remembering, too, that they 
exist in the invisibie world as well as among 
things present, all these considerations help us to 
a more exalted view of the power and constancy 
of the love of Christ. 

3d. These views help to enlarge our concep- 
tions of what constitutes the complete work of 
Christ in his dealings with mankind. The common, 
old, narrow view seems to be that this world is a 
kind of purgatory, presided over by evil princi- 
palities, through which it is our duty to fight our 
way to a better world in heaven; and no special 
thought is given to the great revolution which is 
to take place, when “ the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever.” 
But with this view of the character of national 
principalities and powers, the work of Christ in 
overcoming them and planting in their stead an 
everlasting kingdom, assumes definite as well as 
magnificent proportions. And the promise, “I 
will be to them a God, and they shall be to mea 
people,” becomes a most glorious and substantial 
reality. See Heb. 8: 10, and Rey. 21: 3. 

Perhaps it would be well to explain in conclu- 
sion, that we have no idea that the expression 
“ Principalities and Powers,” necessarily implies 
national principalities and powers, though we 
think that in some cases that meaning is attached 
to the phrase. H. J. 8. 

Wallingford, March, 1863. 
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How I came to Know God. 





In looking over the past year of my life, I am con- 
scious that at one time there was a struggle in my 
mind and heart for the true spirit of faith and trust 
in God, and an anxious desire to know him for my- 
self. I did not then know God as a long-suffering, 
patient Father; my ideas of religion were crude, 
and God was to me a deity who punished my sins 
and of whom I was very much afraid. In my 
most serious moments I prayed for trials and suf- 
fering that would soften and break my heart. 
Trials and temptations came; alas! I found it 
but too true that my religion was based on a sandy 
foundation; and I fell, as all must fall whose in- 
tegrity is in their own strength. Friends, tried 
friends, who had passed into the circle of believ- 
ers, closed around me; with searching criticism 
and sincere advice they separated me from what 
was my temptation, and turned my face toward 
God. The struggle was long; at first I yielded 
but a negative obedience. I saw no reason why 
I could not have what my heart most desired, and 
yet keep right towards God. At length a final 
struggle came ; two courses were open before me: 
one of pleasure-seeking and abandonment to self, 
and leading to hell; the other, the way of right- 
eousness and abandonment to Christ. I made the 
choice, let what would come, to do what was right 
in the sight of God and yield myself to him. I threw 
far from me the intoxicating cup the devil had 
presented to me. I said to myself, “‘ Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
yet will I fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.’ I am proud 
and willful, and need the furnace heat of sorrow 
to soften me to that meek and lowly spirit, of 
which is the Kingdom of Heaven. Let me remem- 
ber that God chasteneth whom he loveth, and not 
repine at any trouble, but accept it as a preparation 





to become a child of God.” And a great peace fell 
upon me. - Christ seemed to whisper to me, saying, 
“Come unto me all ye that labor, and are heavily 
laden, and I will give you rest; for my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light;” and I have ney- 
er repented of my choice. Though mortifica- 
tions occur daily, trials to pride and temper, my 
faith is never shaken. God is ever at my right 
hand, “ an ever present help in the time of need.” 
“ 





Visit to a Seed Farm. 





The following account of the Landreth Seed 
Farm, near Philadelphia, we findin the Adantic 
Monthly, for April: 

On a bright day we take our seats in the 
cars at Jersey City, provided with the talis- 
man to insure an attentive reception. Onward 
, we whirl through fertile fields and smiling vil- 





| lages; Newark, Brunswick, Princeton, are suc- 
cessively passed; shortly we reach the Dela- 
ware at Trenton; arun of a few miles through 
Penn’s Manor, the garden-spot of the Proprie- 
tary Governor, brings us to Bristol, the sta- 
tion from which we most readily reach our 
destination. As we approach the grounds 
from the front, a prominent object meets the 
eye, a noble white pine of gigantic proportions, 
somewhat the worse for many a winter’s 
storm, but which still stands in all its majes- 
tic grandeur, as it has stood whilst genera- 
tions have come and passed away. On enter- 
ing the premises, we find ourselves in the 
midst of a lawn of ten acres in the English 
style. To enumerate the various trees, in 
groups or single specimens, which most invite | 
our notice, would interfere with the main ob- | 
ject of our visit. We have come for a special | 
purpose, and we can only allude to a very few 
of the species to which our attention may be | 
supposed to be directed. A white spruce, in 
rich luxuriance, measuring, as the branches 
trail upon the sward, upwards of sixty feet in | 
circumference; the Himalayan white pine, 
with its deep fringe-like foliage, twenty-five 
feet in height; Cephalonian fir, with leaves as 
pungent as Auricaria, twenty feet high, and 
many specimens of the same kind of nearly 
equal magnitude ; yews of more than half a 
century’s growth; a purple beech of thirty feet | 
in height, its branches as many in circumfer- | 
ence, contrasting with the green around; nu- 
merous specimens of balm of Gilead, silver 
firs, and Norway spruces, unsurpassed in 
beauty of form, the last presenting every va- 
riety of habit in which it delights to sport: 
these are some of the gems of the lawn. But 
we must hurry onward to the practical busi- 
ness in view. | 

The harvest, which, in seed-culture, lasts for | 
many consecutive weeks, has just commenced. 
The first important crop that ripens is the 
turnip,—which is now being cut. The work 
is performed by the use of grass-hooks or 
toothless sickles; stem after stem is cut, until 
the hand is full, when they are deposited in 
canvas sheets ; as these are filled, boys stand 
ready to spread others; men follow to tie up 
those which have been filled; others succeed, 
driving teams, and loading wagons, with am- 
ple shelving, with sheet-full piled on sheetfull, 
until the sturdy oxen are required to test | 
their strength in drawing them to the drying- 
houses; arrived there, each sheet-full is sepa- 
rately removed by rope and tackle, and the 
contents deposited on the skeleton scaffolding 
within the building, there to remain until the 
seed is sufficiently cured and dry enough to 
thresh. These drying-houses are buildings of 
uniform character, two stories in hight and 
fifty feet square, constructed so as to expose 
their contents to sun and air, and each provi- 
ded with a carefully-laid threshing-floor, ex- 
tending through the building, with pent-house 
for movable engine. When the houses are 
full and the hulm in a fit state fur threshing, 
the engine is started and the work begun. 
One man, relieved by others from time to 
time, (for the labor requires activity, and 
consequently is exhausting), feeds the thresh- 
er, which, with its armed teeth, moves with 
such velocity as to appear likea solid cylinder. 
Here there is no stopping for horses to take 
breath and rest their weary limbs,—puff, 
puff, onward the work,—steam as great a tri- 
umph in threshing as in printing or spinning. 
Men and boys are stationed at the rear of the 
thresher to remove the straw, and roughly 
separate the seed from the shattered hulm,— 
others again being engaged in threshing the 




















dried crop from the scaffolds, and placing it 








in suitable position for the feeders. When 
one drying-house has thus been emptied, the 
engine is removed to another; the same pro- 
cess is pursued until the circuit of the build- 
ings had been made, and thus the ceaseless 
round (ceaseless at least for a season) is con- 
tinued. As soonas the crop in the first house 
has been threshed, the work of winnowing is 
commenced, and skilled hands thus engaged 
follow on in the track of the engine. As 
each crop is cleaned and put in merchantable 
order, it is placed in bags of two bushels each 
and carried to the storehouses and granaries, 
there to await a requisition from the city- 
warehouse. 

We have just witnessed the process of sav- 
ing the crop of turnip-seed. And how much 
may that reach? is a natural inquiry. Of all 
the varieties, including the ruta-baga, about 
one thousand bushels, is the response. We 
should have thought a thousand pounds would 
supply the entire Union: but we are reminded 
it is in part exported to far distant lands.— 
And what is the crop so much like turnip, 
but still sogreen, and apparently of more 
vigorous growth? That is one of the varie 
ties of cabbage, of which several standard 
kinds are under cultivation. Another adjoin- 
ing is radish; still another, beet ; and thus we 
pass from kind to kind, until we have exhaust- 
ed a long catalogue of sorts. 


Let us stop our walk over the grounds for 
a few moments, taking seats under the shadow 
of a tree, and make some inquiries as to the 
place itself, its extent, the course of culture, 
the description of manures used, etc, Our 
cicerone assents to the proposal, and proceeds 
to answer our general inquiries. Bloomsdale 
contains in round numbers four hundred acres; 
it has a frontage on the Delaware of upwards 
of a mile, is bounded on the west by the Dela 
ware Canal, and is divided into two nearly 
equal parts by the Philadelphia and Trenton 
Railroad. The soil isa light loam, easily 
worked, suited to rapid percolation, admitting 
of labor immediately after heavy rain, and 
not liable to suffer by drought. The manures 
used are principally crude, obtained from the 
city, and landed on the premises from shal- 
lops continually plying, laden with the “ sin- 
ews of farming.” Street-scrapings are more 
used than stable-manure ; bone-dust and gu- 
ano enter largely into the account; and the 
aggregate annual expenditure foots up a sum 
almost equivalent to the fee-simple of an 
ordinary farm. The culture is that denomi- 
nated drill; but of course much of it is sim- 
ply straight lines drawn by the plough, in 
which the roots for seeding are planted by 
hand. The ground, with the exception of the 
lawn and a portion occupied from time to 
time by grass for home use, is divided by 
wagon-roads into squares and parallelograms; 
cross fences are not used; and each crop 
forms a distinct feature, accessible at any 
stage of growth. The several varieties of 
each kind, for instance, those of turnip, cab- 
bage, beet, lettuce, are planted widely apart, 
to guard against possible admixture ; but the 
chances of that result must be much less 
than is popularly supposed, efforts having 
been used experimentally to test its practica- 
bility, and that between kindred closely al- 
lied, without success. Although the extent 
of the grounds would appear to be formida- 
ble, even for a farm conducted in the usual 
mode, it is insufficient for the demands on 
the proprietors, without diligent exertion and 
prompt recropping,—two crops in each year 
being exacted, only a small part of the land 
escaping double duty, the extent annually 
ploughed thus amounting to nearly twice the 
area of the farm. The Rees hauling is per- 
formed by oxen, the ctlture principally by 
mules, which are preferred to horses, as be- 
ing less liable to injury, and better adapted to 


‘the narrow drill culture practiced. 


The seeds of Bloomsdale have attained a 
world-wide reputation, and, to quote an ex- 
pression used in reference to them, “are 
almost as well known on the Ganges as 
on the Mississippi or Ohio.” They are 
regularly exported to the British posses- 
sions in India, to the shores of the Pacific, 
throughout the West Indies, and occasionally 
to Australia. The drier atmosphere of this 
country ripens them better than the humid 
climate of England, adapting them to expor- 
tation; and it is no slight triumph to see 
them preferred by Englishmen on English 
soil. At home, thousands of hamlets, south 
and west of Philadelphia, until interrupted by 
the war, were supplied with Landreth’s seeds. 
The business, founded nearly three-quarters 
of a century ago, is now conducted by the 
second and third generations of the family 
with which it originated. Thus has success 
been achieved through long and patient in- 
dustry steadily directed to the same pursuit, 
and a reputation built up for American seeds, 
despite the want of national protection. 
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